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CSOSA’s COMMUNITY JUSTICE ADVISORY NETWORK
FOCUSES ON THE RECENTLY LAUNCHED YOUNG ADULT INITIATIVE

CSOSA’s Citywide CJAN
Forum & the Young Adult
Initiative

By: Lawrence E. Jordan

On September 26, 2013,
the Court Services and Of-
fender Supervision Agency
(CSOSA) hosted its 11th
Annual Citywide Commu-
nity Justice Advisory Net-
work (CJAN) forum. This
year’s forum was held at
Gallaudet University’s Kel-
logg Center, and the theme
of this forum was “Natural
Systems for Young Adults.”

The Honorable Laura A.
Cordero, Associate Judge
for the District of Colum-
bia’s Superior Court was
the guest speaker, and she
spoke to a packed CJAN
audience about her humble
beginning in Chicago, llli-
nois. She told of the sup-
port that she received from
her family, and of the
strong message that was
reinforced about the value
of education. Judge
Cordero heeded her fam-
ily’s message about the
value of education and
went on to graduate from
DePaul University, followed
by a completed educa-
tional tenure at Harvard
Law School. Although
throughout her many years
of service Judge Cordero
witnessed countless obsta-
cles that destroyed indi-
viduals and families, she
remains steadfast in her
conviction that family sup-
port and access to a qual-
ity education can get any-
one through the toughest
of times. Her message
underscores the ideal that
family support and educa-
tion are the fundamental
building blocks for a pro-
ductive life.

CSOSA’s recently introduced

Young Adult Initiative (YAI)
greatly mirrors the spirit of
the Judge Cordero’s mes-

sage. The YAl is an evolving
process that provides wrap-

around support, guidance,
and case management for
the male population under
CSOSA’s supervision aged
18 to 24. This past spring,
CSOSA began utilizing its
available resources to en-
gage these young men in
meaningful dialogue, treat-

ment, job readiness and edu-
cation programming in
hopes that our Agency can
make a difference in their
lives. Many participants of
the YAl are already benefit-
ing from this program.
Please take a moment to
check out the pictures from
a recent November YAI
graduation ceremony that
was held in our field unit
located at 4415 South Capi-
tal Street on the following

page.

CJAN guest speaker, the Honorable Laura Cordero proudly receives an award
from CSOSA ‘s Deputy Associate Director of Community Justice Programs for
her commitment to the residents of the District of Columbia.

Community Justice Advisory Network members from every quadrant of the
city (240) attended the Citywide CJAN Forum to fellowship and learn about
CSOSA's Strategic Plan for the coming year.
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PHOTO GALLERY: THE YOUNG ApuLT INITIATIVE (YAI) IN ACTION

Young Adult Program participants demonstrate a sense of
pride and achievement as they were recognized for their
progress in the Young Adult Initiative.

CSOSA's Associate Director Jasper Ormond addresses a
recent cohort of young adults as they progressed from the
initial phase of the program to the second phase.

Announcements:

CSOSA ‘s Director Nancy Ware congratulates and offers
words of encouragement to all of the Young Adult Program
participants.

The November 2013 Young Adult Program Ceremony was
well attended to include in excess of 25 program partici-
pants, senior CSOSA staff, and a host of other supporters.

Holiday Greetings to members of the Sixth and Seventh Districts CJAN Network. We at
CSOSA look forward to renewing our commitment of enhanced public safety, collabora-
tion, and cooperation to improve our neighborhoods in the new year—2014!

A MESSAGE FOR THE SIXTH AND SEVENTH DISTRICTS

Lawrence E. Jordan

Neighbors and Residents of the Sixth and Seventh Districts:

“The mission of the Court Services and Offender Supervision Agency for the District of Columbia is to
increase public safety, prevent crimes, reduce recidivism, and support the fair administration of justice.”
This year, CSOSA’s Community Justice Programs will focus on identifying and collaborating with active
systems of support in the community to enhance offender successful reintegration.

To submit a community announcement, scheduled activity or for more information about the Sixth & Seventh Districts
Community Justice Advisory Network, contact: Lawrence E. Jordan at (202) 220-5515 or (202) 220-5320.
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