
         

 
GPS Anti-Tampering Emergency Act of 2008 

 
I.  COVERAGE 
 

This Operational Instruction applies to Community Supervision Officers (CSOs), Supervisory 
Community Supervision Officers (SCSOs), Branch Chiefs (BCs), and Global Positioning System 
(GPS) Unit staff who monitor or place offenders on GPS tracking.   
 

II. BACKGROUND 
 

On December 16, 2008, the Council of the District of Columbia enacted emergency legislation 
entitled, “GPS Anti-Tampering Emergency Act of 2008.”  The Act provides, in pertinent part, that: 
 

[it] shall be unlawful for a person who is required to wear a device as a condition of 
supervision pursuant to the protection order, pretrial, presentence, or predisposition release, 
probation, supervised release, parole, or commitment to remove or intentionally alter the 
device, or to intentionally interfere with or mask, or attempt to interfere with or mask, the 
operation of the device, or to allow any unauthorized person to remove or intentionally alter 
the device, or to intentionally interfere with or mask, or attempt to interfere with or mask, the 
operation of the device….”  

 
In addition, the legislation specifies that whoever violates the Act shall be fined not more than 
$1,000, or imprisoned for not more than 180 days, or both.  Furthermore, a law enforcement officer 
may arrest a person without a warrant if the officer has probable cause to believe the person 
committed an offense prohibited under the GPS Anti-Tampering Emergency Act of 2008. 
 
This Operational Instruction (OI) provides guidance to staff in complying with the intent of the Act.  
 

III. GUIDANCE   
 
A. Offenders Placed on GPS. 
 

(1) GPS Placement Prior to February 4, 2009.  If the offender was placed on GPS prior to 
February 4, 2009, the CSO shall meet with the offender within 30 days of the issuance of this 
OI and explain the Act to the offender.  The CSO shall have the offender sign a revised GPS 
Basic Guidelines Agreement (Appendix A) and the new GPS Anti-Tampering Emergency 
Act (Appendix B) signature page.   
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(2) GPS Placement On or After February 4, 2009.  For offenders placed on GPS on February 4, 
2009 or later, the GPS Unit staff shall have the offender sign the revised GPS Basic 
Guidelines Agreement and the new GPS Anti-Tampering Emergency Act form.   

 
B. Offender Arrested by the Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) in the Community for GPS 

Tampering 
 
If an MPD Officer approaches an offender in the community, and it is evident to the MPD Officer 
that the offender’s GPS unit has been tampered with, the MPD Officer may effectuate an arrest.  
Upon the CSO learning of an offender’s arrest, the CSO shall prepare and submit an Alleged 
Violation Report (AVR) to the United States Parole Commission (USPC) or provide notice of the 
arrest to the sentencing Court.   
 
C.  CSOSA Staff Identifies GPS Tampering—Masking the GPS Signal 
 
If the CSO determines from the GPS Unit staff that an offender has tampered with his or her GPS 
device by masking the GPS signal, or is informed by the GPS Unit staff that the offender masked his 
or her GPS signal, the CSO shall follow Community Supervision Services’ existing policy with 
regards to sanctioning the offender. (See OI CSS-2008-04, GPS Monitoring and Discovery of No 
Tracking Points, dated August 21, 2008).  Upon receipt of evidence that demonstrates the offender’s 
continued effort to tamper with his or her GPS device, the CSO shall submit to the sentencing Court 
an AVR requesting a Show Cause Hearing, or shall submit an AVR to the USPC.  
 
D. CSOSA Staff Identifies GPS Tampering—Bracelet Cut Off 
 
If the GPS Unit staff determines that the offender has cut off the GPS bracelet, the CSO or GPS Unit 
staff shall immediately contact the MPD.  MPD will conduct an investigation of the GPS tampering 
incident as a new criminal matter.  Based on the information provided to the CSO by MPD, the CSO 
shall prepare an AVR to the sentencing Court requesting a Show Cause Hearing for probationers or 
an AVR to the USPC for parolees and supervised releasees.  MPD shall be contacted regardless of 
whether or not the offender signed the GPS Anti-Tampering Acknowledgment form. 
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