
 
 

UNITED STATES PAROLE COMMISSION 
RE-ENTRY FAMILY STRENGTHENING AND ENGAGEMENT FORUM 

 
PROGRAM AGENDA   

 
Introduction and Opening Remarks:  9:30 am – 10:00 am 
 
First Plenary Session 10:00 am – 11:00 am: The Family Dynamic - This session will feature a 
panel discussion led by families who have experienced the challenges of adapting to a returning 
family member.  Trained professionals will offer practical advice about managing expectations, 
and where to find help during the transition. 
 
Breakout Sessions A & B 11:05 am – 11:50 am  
 
Session A:  Parenthood Rights and Responsibilities - This session will focus on reconnecting 
returning parents with their children, and explore the rewards, challenges and obligations of 
parenthood.  A legal advisor and representatives from agencies involved with the child custody 
and support system will provide a practical overview, and offer tips on navigating the system.   
 
Session B:  Maintaining Positive Relationships – Trained professionals will explore the 
dynamics of establishing and maintaining positive relationships, the importance of constructive 
dialogue with the people who matter most, and discuss techniques for managing stress and 
avoiding conflict throughout and beyond re-entry. 
 
Information Fair 12:00 pm – 1:30 pm: Meet with service providers and explore resource 
stations.  Sign up for services and schedule follow-up appointments.  Organizations on hand 
include SOME (So Others Might Eat), Bread for the City, The D.C. Public Defender Service, 
Neighborhood Legal Services, The D.C. Fathering Court, Our Place DC, Capital Area Asset 
Builders, 100 Fathers, Thurgood Marshall Academy Public Charter School, and CSOSA.  
 
Lunch: 12:50-1:35 (provided) 
 
Second Plenary Session 1:35 pm – 2:20 pm:  Succeeding at Re-entry - A panel of successful 
re-entrants will share personal accounts of their re-entry experiences, discuss what worked and 
what did not, offer insights on employment and housing opportunities, and explain how they 
overcame challenges to become productive contributors in the lives of their families and their 
communities. 
 
Wrap-Up Round Table with Key Decision Makers 2:20 pm – 3:25 pm:  Key decision makers 
from CSOSA, the U.S. Parole Commission, The Mayor’s Office on Ex-Offenders Affairs, and 
the D.C. Superior Court share their perspectives on the importance of family and community as 
part of a stable support system vital for successful reintegration and completion of supervision. 
 
Closing Remarks 


